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28th June

NATIONAL

1) “Udyami Bharat-MSME Day”

® The Union Minister for MSME, Shri Narayan Rane, launched several initiatives
aimed at promoting the growth and development of MSMEs in India.

e Shri Narayan Rane expressed hope that MSMEs would account for 50% of India’s
GDP by 2030 and he inaugurated the “CHAMPIONS 2.0 Portal” which aims to
provide support and assistance to MSMEs by addressing their concerns and
grievances effectively.

2) India’s first-ever hydrogen-powered train

e India’s first-ever hydrogen-powered train is set to launch in Jind-Sonipat route. It 1s
a significant step towards embracing sustainable transportation.

e Hydrogen trains, which rely on fuel cells to convert hydrogen and oxygen into
electricity, offer a clean and environmentally friendly alternative to traditional diesel
trains.

STATE NEWS

1) “Operation Conviction”

e The Uttar Pradesh government has initiated a comprehensive program named
“Operation Conviction” to combat criminals and organized crime in the state.

 The program aims to expedite the conviction process, particularly in cases related to
heinous crimes such as rape, murder, cow slaughter, religious conversion, and those

registered under the POCSO Act.

2) ‘Sagar Samajik Sahayog’
e Recently, the Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways Shri Sarbananda
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Sonowal, inaugurated the new guidelines for Corporate Social Responsibility called

‘Sagar Samajik Sahayog’.

The new guidelines primarﬂy 1mpact projects and programs related to activities.

3) Rani Durgavati Gaurav Yatra

The Madhya Pradesh government launched a six-day rally called the Rani Durgavati
Gaurav Yatra to celebrate the life and legacy of the 16th-century queen, Rani
Durgavati, who fought against the Mughals.

Rani Durgavati, born in 15624 in Mahoba's Chandela dynasty. She belonged to the
Gond Tribe.

Chandelas were known for building the famous Khajuraho temples in the 11th
century.

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1) Matsya-6000 project

Scientists are preparing for a Deep See Dive with the Vehicle Matsya-6000 in late
2024 similar to the Titan submersible.

The Matsya-6000 project under India’s deep ocean mission which aims to explore the
Indian Ocean at a depth of about 6,000 meters.

Titan submersible (which went missing) 1s operated by the privately owned U.S.
company OceanGate that organizes underwater expeditions for both research and

tourism.
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OBITUARY

1) John Bannister Goodenough

e John Bannister Goodenough, renowned American scientist and also the co-inventor
of Lithium-ion batteries has passed away.

* He was also the co-winner of the 2019 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

e In 2008, John Goodenough penned his autobiography, titled “Witness to Grace”.

SPORTS

1) MCC World Cricket Committee

e Recently, MCC World Cricket Committee has included English players Heather
Knight and Eoin Morgan, as well as Indian cricketer Jhulan Goswami.

e At present, the WCC consists of 14 members, comprising current and former
international cricket players, umpires, and officials from around the world

APPOINTMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS
1) Rohit Jawa

e Rohit Jawa has been appointed as the Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer of FMCG major Hindustan Unilever Ltd.

* He has replaced Sanjiv Mehta. Hindustan Unilever Limited (HUL) is a British-

owned Indian consumer goods company headquartered in Mumbai.
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2) Aarti Holla-Maini

e Aarti Holla-Maini, an expert in the satellite industry has been selected by United
Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as the Director of the United Nations
Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) in Vienna.

e Aarti Holla-Maini served as a member of the World Economic Forum’s Global
Future Council on Space and was a member of the Advisory Group of the Space

Sustainability Rating managed by the Ecole Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne
(EPFL) Space Center.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
1) Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2023
* Priya A S, has been honored with the prestigious Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya

Puraskar 2023 in the Malayalam language for her novel “Perumazhayathe
Kunjithalukal” (The Children Who Never Withered).

* Priya A S’s novel “Perumazhayathe Kunjithalukal,” published in 2018, marked the
beginning of the children’s literature section in the Malayalam news portal, IE
Malayalam, a division of The Indian Express.

2) OS World University Rankings 2024

e Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) retains its top position in the rankings
for the 12th consecutive year.

e [IT Bombay secures the 149th rank globally. IIT Delhi comes in second among

Indian universities, with a commendable ranking of 197.
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